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U:S. government covers up
UKO slghtmgs, researcher says
143 il ;

By LYNN BULMAHN
Tribune-Herald staff writer-

. The federal government is keep-
.ing secret its documented cases: of
.UFO sightings, a researcher on the
_subjeet said Wednesday.. -

spoken on UFOs at more than'100
“college campuses since 1981 and
_who is writing a ‘book on UFO
sightings, said the secrecy is being
“orchestrated” by the Central In-
‘telllgence Agency..

collected information” from inter-
views with retired military person-

‘nel and declassified documents ob- -

‘tained through the Freedom of In-
“formation Act showing. that.gov-
ernment - officials - take UFO re-
.ports seriously.

i+ “What this mformetxon mdlcata-,

;beyond a reasonable: doubt is-that

sian nor American and that there

is a high level cover-up by govern-

ment officials,” he.told a group of

students, retired military veterans

and senior: citizens assembled at

the McLennan Commumty College
“ Lecture HalL~~ “- .

According to the Apnl 18, 1977
“Washington Whispers” column-in
_U.S.. News & World Report, before
the year is out the government or
perhaps the president was. ex-

pected to make “unsettling disclo-
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'.made,
Robert - Hastings, who haS'

said reeearchers have:

Gt B e et .

sures” about UFOs which would be

‘a reversal of official policy that in

the past has downgraded UFO in-
cldents. T

Such. & revelation ‘was never
wever, Hastings said.

. Hastings;: anamdependent UFO
researcher, - his interest. in
UFOs began in1967. The son of an

Air Force officer; he was at an air

traffic’ control tower at: Malstrom
Air Force Base in Montana, when
he had his flrst experlence with
UFOs..

mllitary radar, and.for a half-hour
period,. they hovered over nearby
ICBM missile silos, violating sensi-

‘tive-air space,” hie said. “They flew

off at an estimated speed of 4,800

" miles an hour, far beyond the
-capability of any ‘known man-
.made aircraft.”

UFOs exist, they are neither ‘Rus-, .-

He: sald the - military personnel

the mcldent.

.« Since then, Hastings has found.”
reports of sightings over: civilian
" power  ‘plants,” ‘military missile

bases, nuclear weapons storage fa-
cilities and other:sensitive military

‘and governmental areas — includ-

ing the White House in July 1952,

according to a news report of that =~
"year. Several declassified govern-

ment documents tell’ of sightings
at Los' Alamos, NM where nu-

»nomenon.
" “Five Ume tracked on

‘vealed that. UFO-related informa+ |

lxeve," Hastlngs saxd.

clear weapons are: stored, he said.

" News reports of the 1965 electri-
cal blackout involving nine New
England states reperted a UFO
was sighted over a Syracuse, N.Y.,
power plant just before the biggest
power shortage in history.

" In the Southern:

Australian television crew filmed
a UFO flying close to their plane
on a course over New Zealand, the
first known film- of such a phe-

? ng- his tlon, Has-
tlngs showed slides of documents
obtained through lawsuits filed by
activist groups using the Freedom
of Information-Act..On Jan. 14,
1979, according to a- New York
Times:report, a federal judge ord- -
ered the CIA to release documents
Telated to UFOs to a group called
Gronnd Saucer Watch. .

The released CIA documents re-

tion - has- been- directed- to such. ..
federal agencies as the CIA and |
the .National Security:Agency, a
group so- secret that ‘“even its
eharter is classiﬁed," Hastings

“Govemment interest in UFOs .
goes far beyond and much higher..|
thanthepublichasbeenledtobe- :
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